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PRELUDE  

Song of Joy Christopher Boodle 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Manzi 

 

INVOCATION  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (based on 1 Titus 1:14-15) Rev. Manzi 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Loving God, we confess that we have been unfaithful to our covenant 

with you and with one another. We have worshiped other gods: 

money, power, greed, and convenience. We have served our own self-

interest instead of serving you and your people. We have not loved 

our neighbor as you have commanded, nor have we rightly loved 

ourselves. Forgive us gracious God, and bring us back into the 

fullness of our covenant with you and one another; through Christ, 

our Lord. Amen.  

(Time for individual silent confession) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on Romans 5:5) 

Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us, for God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us in 

baptism. Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel: in Jesus 

Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

READINGS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE Rev. Manzi 

Psalm 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

    May your hearts live forever! 

 

 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 

 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him. 

Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 

Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south 

to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  (This is a 

wilderness road.)  So he got up and went.  Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury.  He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 

was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 

it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah.  He 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How 

can I, unless someone guides me?”  And he invited Philip to get in and 

sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 

this: 

 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 

say this, about himself or about someone else?”  Then Philip began to 

speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus.  As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!  What is to prevent me 

from being baptized?”  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip  

 

 



baptized him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

 

SERMON Rev. Manzi 

Catching Up to God 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

Joys and Concerns and Pastoral Prayer 

Katrina will share joys, concerns and witness to your brothers and 

sisters that she received prior to today’s service. 

 

OFFERING AND DEDICATION OF OURSELEVES 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Beethoven, arr. Cathy Mockleburst 

Karen Waranowicz, Handbell Tree 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Rev. Manzi 

 

Invitation 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you 

Leader: Lift up your hearts 

People: We lift them up to the Lord 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever.  Amen. 

[We use “Father” and “trespasses,” but please use whatever words bring 

you closest to God.] 

 

Words of Institution 

 

 

Sharing the Elements  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united 

us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your 

eternal kingdom. Send us out in the power of your Holy Spirit to live and 

work to your praise and glory for the sake of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

Hymn of Joy (Beethoven) 

 

POSTLUDE 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee arr Richard Torrans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


